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Caribbean-American Political Action Committee (C-PAC) 
District of Columbia – 2020 Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Please return the completed form via email to cpac.dmv@gmail.com by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 5, 2020.  Responses will be shared with C-PAC’s membership. 
 
Office Sought: DC Council Ward 2 
Candidate’s Name: Yilin Zhang  
Current Occupation: Business Development Executive 
Party: Democratic Party 
Campaign contact information (Address, Phone, Fax, Email, Website):  
P.O. Box 53082, Washington, DC 20009-3082 
202-524-0536 
yilin@yilinforward2.com 
www.yilinforward2.com 
****************************************************************************** 

1. Please explain your plan or approach to improve agency responsiveness and the 
accessibility of services and staff to the District’s residents.  What specific actions will 
you take to improve the wellbeing of your constituents? 

Public servants should be held to a very high ethical standard, and their only priority is 
residents. As a Councilwoman, I intend on holding myself, as well as the system accountable 
for being ethically and morally responsible to the DC Community. And as part of ensuring that 
all parties are held accountable, there needs to be a checks and balance system in place and 
one that is enforced.  

A checks and balance system may include, but not limited to: 

- Asking for updates and audits for projects or initiatives that directly affect DC residents. 

- Holding meetings to review and stay up-to-date on current and future initiatives. 

- Allocating the money where it is most needed. 

Additionally, we need more and reliable constituent services for all. Additionally, there needs 
to be more proactive measures put in place, to minimize these issues. These issues affect 
residents’ everyday life and their quality of life. 
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2. During recent legislative sessions, the D.C. Council advanced B23-0201, a bill to establish 
a District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA), which is a long-standing 
priority of the Caribbean-American Community.  Please explain your position on this 
legislation and whether you will support efforts to staff and fund the proposed office?  

 
I believe it is important to recognize and give focus to every community. We need to look 
across the board and assess all of the offices we should stand up, what roles and responsibilities 
they have with respect to each community, and how they would be funded.   

3. What initiatives did you lead or support that impact Washington, D.C.’s Caribbean-
American community?  

I look forward to the opportunity to learn more about D.C.’s Caribbean-American community, 
and collaboratively make a positive impact. 

4. Are you familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned businesses in 
your community and throughout Washington, D.C.? How will you support the viability 
and competitiveness of the City’s small, minority, veteran, women, and especially 
Caribbean-owned businesses?  In addition, how will you improve procurement and 
contract opportunities for these businesses? 

It is critical to me that we ensure D.C. has a diverse population and economy, and is a place 
that supports local and small businesses. We need to assess how we can support our local and 
small businesses in terms of affordability and providing insights on how to thrive (and afford 
things like rent) in D.C. 

Additionally, DCRA could streamline its processes so that a point person is handling a 
portfolio of cases, and business owners and staff know who and where to go when they have 
items to be addressed. 

5. There are increased concerns regarding violence – especially gun violence – in many parts 
of the District.  What are your proposals to address and stem violence with 21st century 
tools and policies? 

Violence, and gun violence, is a public health issue. 

I first and foremost believe in collaborating with the people and the community to get things 
done. I will work with my team and the community. The message is not just about compliance 
with rules and regulations, it is about the necessity of creating a safer environment for 
everyone. Where there is a lack of compliance, legal action will be taken.  
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Second, we should work to foster a culture of accountability and trust. We can do this by 
furthering the principle of community policing, which is founded on building key relationships 
with the community.  

Third, the majority of DC crimes are related to robberies and thefts1. We need to better 
understand the root causes of crimes, and if, for example, they are increasing due to growing 
economic disparities. We need to take a public health approach and address the greater 
socioeconomic environment, and ensure that DC is an affordable place for all.  

6. How do you propose increasing access to safe, quality, affordable mental and physical 
health care and services throughout the District of Columbia? 

We need access to equitable and quality health care across DC. United Medical Center 
(UMC), in SE DC, is set to close in 2023. DC may be entering into a contract with 
Universal Health Services, which has not committed to a Level I or II trauma center and 
high-risk OB/GYN department. UMC has already closed its obstetrics ward, and women 
have to travel further for labor and delivery services. DC already has the highest rate of 
maternal mortality. 

7. Unfortunately, the challenges and concerns facing immigrants are increasing at an 
alarming rate.  Do you support comprehensive immigration reform?  How do you 
propose addressing the challenges facing DREAMers, the administration’s suspension of 
temporary protective status for many D.C. residents, and the constant threats facing 
sanctuary cities? 

I believe that all individuals and residents deserve to be treated with respect. I support 
continuing to promote bills and emergency legislation that prohibits DC from cooperating 
with ICE (unless provided a judicial warrant or order). We should also continue to prohibit 
officers in DC from asking residents about their immigration status. 
 
In the long-term, we should fund and support non-profits that do work in the community with 
immigrant families and their children; work with local businesses to support job access and 
advancement for immigrants; and encourage and ensure language accessibility. 

8. What concrete steps will you take to improve the District of Columbia’s Public School 
system – including facilities and equipment, teacher treatment, relationships with 
parents, as well as education standards and test scores in all wards of the City? 

A few steps to explore, but not limited to: 
- Schools to prove sustained enrollment throughout the year 

                                                        
1 https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/district-crime-data-glance 
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- Schools’ budgets should be used mainly for students, and greater transparency in budgets 
- Programs focused on students’ physical (e.g., nutrition programs) and mental health 
- Steps to decrease teacher turnover 
- Consistent and ongoing engagement with parents of students 

 

9. In Washington, D.C., many seniors seek to age in their homes and/or communities.  What 
efforts will you take to improve service accessibility, support for families, and the quality 
of programs offered to the City’s senior citizens? 

Strengthen TOPA to ensure residents receive the information timely, and in their native 
language. 

Build sufficient affordable housing. The Mayor has committed to 36,000 housing units by 
2025, with 12,000 affordable housing units. Among these affordable housing units, there needs 
to be deeply affordable units (50-80% AMI and less than 50% AMI), and housing that has 
sufficient bedrooms for families. 

Continually assess what we can do to support seniors living in low-income housing to age in 
place. 

We need to find and allocate money and redirect it to where it is critical, and make sure there 
is dedicated money in each budget to maintain the 2,500 public housing units in need of urgent 
repairs2. And with the money earmarked, oversight and enforcement will be extremely 
important. There needs to be staff and schedule dedicated to ensuring that the repairs are taking 
place and maintenance is ongoing. 

10. What priority issues inspired your candidacy for political office? 

I first came to DC more than ten years ago, am originally from Michigan, and am a first-
generation immigrant. I came to the U.S. with my mother when I was three years old. My 
mother, who was a school teacher, did not speak very much English, and, to help bring in extra 
income, she cleaned houses and worked at a deli shop. I remember because of her, I was able 
to celebrate my birthday at McDonalds.  

My experiences have helped me see policy and life through a multicultural perspective. I will 
stand strong for marginalized communities and issues. I strongly believe that elected officials 

                                                        
2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-council-directs-24-million-to-public-housing-repairs-in-
final-budget-vote/2019/06/18/743639c2-9146-11e9-aadb-74e6b2b46f6a_story.html 
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should be proactive in policy-making, be willing to listen to all perspectives, and put the people 
as their ONLY priority. 

Additionally, it is important to me to run a grassroots, people-powered campaign. I am taking 
part in the DC Fair Elections Program, and am not taking any corporate donations. 

 


